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MISSION
At Glen Urquhart School, 
we encourage children to:
• Explore their intellects 

and develop their 
imaginations,

• Pose questions as 
often as they devise 
solutions,

• Speak individually, yet 
work collaboratively,

• Discover the best 
within themselves,

• Respect all people 
and value their 
differences, and

• Act responsibly in our 
community and in the 
world.

INTRODUCTION
Glen Urquhart School (GUS) seeks a person with vision, integrity, energy, and a 
passion for Pre-K through 8th grade education to lead this exceptional school in 
its fifth decade.

Glen Urquhart School is a leader in Pre-K-8 education. Ahead of its time, Glen 
Urquhart School’s program was founded in 1977 on an experiential, place-based 
philosophy that integrated all subjects and created opportunities for students to be 
passionate in their pursuit of knowledge. At the core of our challenging academic 
program today is the student - and the excitement of discovery. 

As a school, it is our mission to keep curiosity alive. What does that mean for our 
children? It means a strong academic foundation is essential, but not nearly enough. 
Our program is built on posing questions, making meaning, and solving problems 
creatively. How does one discipline inform another? Where do literature, science, 
mathematics, language, music, art, and history intersect? This integration is the very 
essence of our interdisciplinary curriculum.

We have always believed that knowledge from different disciplines needs to be 
synthesized, because one discipline informs another. Our students learn their math 
facts and grammar rules. They study two world languages, learn how to write a 
clear and convincing essay, and test complex scientific theories. Students apply their 
understanding in imaginative, intricate, and powerful ways. Our hands-on approach 
to the academic curriculum - from theme-based projects to field trips to lively 
debates - ensures that knowledge stays with students for a lifetime.

We offer a challenging program, one that is thoughtfully and intentionally so. As 
much as we witness excitement about learning at GUS, we never hear students 
really complain about the work. School here keeps curiosity alive while eschewing 
rigor simply for the sake of rigor. We keep school fun—which much of learning 
should be—even as we develop dedication to the process along with stamina and 
determination.

We also know that students thrive best when they receive intellectual challenge 
and emotional support in a caring environment. At Glen Urquhart School, we 
are deliberate about providing a structure for healthy emotional and social growth 
that promotes strong relationships and a positive self-image so that students can 
concentrate on their learning and reach their academic potential.  

MEAN WELL. 
SPEAK WELL. 

DO WELL.



We believe in the power of curiosity, making mistakes, asking questions to find 
solutions, collaboration, and working as individuals for the greater good. We 
believe in being yourself, building each other up from the inside out, and exploring 
beyond the classroom walls. We believe that changing the world with ideas starts in 
pre-kindergarten.

While much has changed since its inception 41 years ago, Glen Urquhart’s 
commitment to knowledge, creativity, and character has not. Today’s school is as 
mission-centric as it was in 1977.

HISTORY
Glen Urquhart School evolved from the commitment of a group of parents, led by 
Lynne and David Warren, to create a school where children would be stimulated 
to learn for its own sake because the process would engage them physically, 
intellectually, and emotionally.

Established in 1977 as North Shore Middle School in a local church, Glen Urquhart 
School took residence on the former 23-acre Orchidvale Estate in Beverly Farms 
in 1982. Here, where Albert Burrage had raised thousands of varieties of orchids in 
28 greenhouses, the buildings and grounds were transformed into a vibrant place 
of learning. In concert with the founding vision for the school, the boundaries 
between inside and out were virtually erased by large windows with views to the 
natural world. When the school moved, it adopted its present name, Glen Urquhart 
School, to honor the family legacy of the school’s founders. The school chose the 
Scottish surname of Urquhart and combined it with “glen,” the word for a green, 
shady place (replacing the word “vale” in the property’s former name), creating the 
name Glen Urquhart.

The school’s motto, “Mean Well. Speak Well. Do Well.,” taken from the clan of 
Urquhart in Scotland, expresses the values promoted in the school every day.  
“Trust and go forward” is the Urquhart clan battle cry and provides inspiration for 
our community. 

Today, Glen Urquhart has approximately 200 students from 25 towns and cities 
on the North Shore of Boston. Our teaching continues to be informed by a 
commitment to knowledge, creativity, and character.

PHILOSOPHY
Children Each day, 
teachers work to create a 
joyous learning environment 
even while asking students 
to extend their intellectual 
boundaries and work 
toward their personal best. 
The GUS faculty recognizes 
that for students to learn 
deeply, they need to 
combine experience and 
artistic expression with 
academic study. 

Experience The school 
uses field trips, service, 
and learning by doing to 
complement traditional 
academic study throughout 
the grades. 

Community The school 
understands that 
individuals must cohere 
into a community in which 
diversity and commitment 
to the greater good are 
goals as essential as 
learning to read and write.



EMPLOYEES
57 total employees
32 with master’s degrees
1 with Ed.D.

Average tenure at GUS is 
9 years

1:7  teacher/student ratio

STUDENTS

208 students
25 local towns
16% students of color

Grades K–4 have self-
contained classrooms 
with two fully accredited 
teachers per class. 

Grade 5 expands to 
two sections. 

Grades 6–8 are 
departmentalized, with 
two homerooms per 
grade.

PLACE-BASED EDUCATION
What you might notice first about GUS is our open campus, with nature trails 
winding through our 23 acres, or our expansive windows that keep every 
classroom connected to the outside world. This connection between facilities 
and the natural environment is no accident. The evolution of Glen Urquhart reflects 
a commitment to creating a school where children love learning because they are 
engaged physically, intellectually, and emotionally. Part of that mission involves 
erasing the boundaries between the classroom and the world around us.

The GUS campus includes seven buildings and spreads over 23 acres of woodland, 
marsh, and glen in the North Shore neighborhood of Beverly Farms. Inside and out, 
our school celebrates the land. True to our philosophy, our six acres of woodland, 
eight acres of wetland, three acres of open fields, and six acres of developed space 
are all active classrooms.

For GUS faculty and students, our campus and the surrounding natural landscape 
is our laboratory, enmeshed in and inextricable from our place-based, thematic 
curriculum. Our school was built on this premise, that our 23-acre campus, and 
the North Shore at large, would be our curriculum’s primary sources for learning. 
Our spiraling themes emerge from our land, ensuring that the essential questions 
that frame a year’s study in each grade are always tied to our place and provide 
students with endless opportunities for hands-on, experiential learning.

These place-based principles guided the intentional design of the GUS campus 
to be used by students for learning, investigation, and discovery. We seek a 
campus aesthetic that is both accessible and inspiring, a place where students feel 
comfortable taking risks, experimenting and, at times, leaving their own distinctive 
mark. Beyond classrooms and traditional academic pursuits, throughout the 
day students move freely and independently: they build large forts and tiny fairy 
houses; concoct “potions” made of grass, dirt, stones, twigs, and water; climb, 
run, and jump on playground structures; play basketball, gaga, soccer, and four-
square; conduct scientific research on our nature trail; and find quiet spaces for 
contemplation, reflection, and journaling.



ADMINISTRATION
In addition to a head of 
school, GUS has the 
following administrative 
positions:

Administrative Coordinator
Assistant to Head of 
School
Assistant Head of School
Athletic Director
Director of Admission
Director of Advancement
Director of Auxiliary 
Programs
Director of Buildings and 
Grounds
Director of Marketing
Director of Finance
Director of Technology
Preschool Director 

A THEMATIC CURRICULUM 
Each grade at GUS is focused on a different theme. The themes, which have been 
carefully chosen to correlate with social, emotional, and intellectual development, 
tie together every subject a child is studying and provide context for exploration. 
The child begins at the center, in kindergarten, first grade, and second; moves 
progressively out into the world; and then comes back to the center just when 
adolescence is hitting and self-reflection and self-awareness become two of the 
most compelling forces in his or her life. All along the way, immersion in the real 
world is woven into the fabric of GUS life because we want students to reconcile 
theory and experience now, as they go, and not be sheltered from the verities of life. 

The GUS thematic curriculum is built on the intersection of place-based experiences, 
academic skill development, and social emotional-learning. This type of education 
allows us to develop students who want to know about their world, consider how 
they impact it, and determine what they can do to make the world a better place.



AUXILIARY PROGRAMS 
Glen Urquhart School auxiliary programs are designed to give children from GUS and 
across the North Shore a supervised setting to explore and grow through enriching 
activities. All programming is designed to support each child in a fun and stimulating 
environment, so he or she can become more resilient and able to define a personal 
journey in harmony with others. We intentionally provide opportunities for participants 
to grow strong in character, build confidence, embrace creativity, and feel that they 
belong to and contribute within a happy and healthy community.

Auxiliary program offerings:
EXPLORE@GUS - after school enrichment programming throughout the school year
FUN@GUS - vacation break programming during private and public school vacation
SUMMER@GUS - full and half day camp and enrichment programming

GAIN@GUS 
The mission of the Glen Urquhart School GAIN@GUS program is to provide access, 
free of charge, for 30 students in the cities of Beverly, Lynn, and surrounding areas 
to academic and recreational summer enrichment. GAIN@GUS extends academic 
skills in math and language arts through classroom and outdoor experiences and  
off-campus day trips in the greater Boston area.

GAIN@GUS launched in the summer of 2010 with an enrollment of 12 students 
between the ages of nine and twelve. Since 2010, GAIN expanded the program 
to include 32 students. Classes are taught by experienced faculty and assisted by 
GUS alumni interns. GAIN students have access to all the resources of the 23-acre 
campus. Our program focuses primarily on academic study, including language arts, 
math, and environmental studies. Mindfulness exercises, movement, swim lessons, 
and improvisation/public speaking workshops enrich the program. In addition, 
experiential learning trips once a week deepen the academic study. A nutritious 
breakfast and lunch and bus transportation are provided daily. 

The program is free of charge for accepted applicants.

ACCREDITATIONS & 
MEMBERSHIPS

A member of the 
National Association of 
Independent Schools 
(NAIS), Glen Urquhart 
School is accredited 
by the Association of 
Independent Schools in 
New England (AISNE). 



2019-2020 TUITION

Pre-K: $15,750 
Kindergarten: $23,500
First grade: $27,200
Second grade: $27,700
Third grade: $27,700
Fourth grade: $28,200
Fifth grade: $28,350
Sixth grade: $32,100
Seventh grade: $32,100
Eighth grade: $35,150

Tuition covers all  
mandatory costs,  
experiential learning trips, 
books, technology, and 
supplies, and before 
school care.

SECONDARY SCHOOL +  
THE GUS STUDENT
We are constantly reminded at GUS of the insatiable curiosity with which we 
are all born. At Glen Urquhart School, we work to feed and sustain that nascent 
joy and curiosity to frame authentic learning from pre-kindergarten to eighth grade. 
We don’t want students to ever lose the wonder with which they entered the world. 
Approaching the world with curiosity makes learning real and true. We see that in 
classrooms and on field trips as students ask honest questions and make keen 
observations about numbers and letters, hermit crabs and house sparrows, journal 
entries and math challenges, solar energy and the Latin roots of words, Open Circle 
and Life Skills. No matter the students’ backgrounds, they find ways to make 
academic and artistic projects reveal something about who they are and how 
they view the world.

Learning pursued in these ways keeps curiosity alive. And that may be the greatest 
gift we can give our students at Glen Urquhart School. GUS graduates move on 
to secondary school emboldened by their curiosity, eager to deepen their joyful 
experience of learning. We often hear from secondary school admission officers and 
teachers that GUS students ask different kinds of questions, questions that show a 
desire for deeper understanding. 

Successful secondary school placement is a top priority of the school and one in 
which the head of school, in conjunction with the assistant head of school, plays an 
active and essential role as advisor and advocate. Glen Urquhart has achieved solid 
success in secondary school placement. Recent graduates have gone on to a variety 
of public and independent secondary schools, including:

Beverly High School 
Boston University 
Academy 
Brewster Academy 
Brooks School 
Commonwealth School  
Concord Academy 
Cushing Academy 
Dana Hall School 
Deerfield Academy 
Gloucester High School  

The Governor’s 
Academy 
Groton School 
Gould Academy 
Hamilton-Wenham 
Regional High School 
Holderness School 
Ipswich High School 
Landmark Prep 
Manchester-Essex 
High School  

Middlesex School 
Milton Academy 
New Hampton School 
Northfield Mount 
Hermon School 
Phillips Academy 
(Andover) 
Phillips Exeter 
Academy 
Pingree School 
Proctor Academy 

Putney School 
Rockport High School 
Salem High School 
St. John’s Prep 
Thacher School 
Walnut Hill School 
Waring School



GUS MOMENTS

The GUS way is to ask, 
share, and come together 
as a community. These 
are some things that  
parents, faculty, students 
and alumni want you to 
know about GUS:

“GUS is a living, breath-
ing thing. It’s a concept 
beyond just a school. It 
is a place where children 
learn to be good citizens, 
do service in their com-
munity, and follow pas-
sions.”

“GUS is the place many of 
us parents chose for our 
children to help support 
the work we do at home 
to cultivate kindness, 
respecting diversity and 
adversity, and encourag-
ing our children to be 
deep thinkers and col-
laborators in the world.”

GOVERNANCE
Glen Urquhart is governed by a 19-member self-perpetuating board of trustees 
who represent a wide range of professions and interests. The board’s committee 
on trustees is charged with vetting candidates for three-year terms to board 
membership and submitting a slate for formal approval by the corporation 
(composed of parents) at the annual meeting. The board meets eight times per year 
and several working committees meet monthly or bimonthly. The head of school is 
an ex-officio member of the board and working committees.

The board maintains a head evaluation and support committee, charged with both 
facilitating the performance review of the head, and assisting the head in his/her 
professional development.

DIVERSITY STATEMENT
Glen Urquhart School strives to create an environment that is welcoming to all. 
Guided by our philosophy that children thrive in a nurturing environment where their 
ideas, feelings, and thoughts are valued, we work to sustain a school where each 
member of our community feels safe and appreciated. Embedded in our mission, 
teaching, special events, and traditions is an understanding that differences are a 
strength of any community. Through their experiences at GUS, students explore their 
identities and come honestly and openly to know themselves and others as we work 
to form an equitable school community.

GUS is a community where diversity encompasses multiple dimensions. We invite 
all and emphasize that a person’s contributions are measured by her or his intent, 
words, and actions. We provide our students with an opportunity to learn about 
individuals, families, communities, and cultures different from their own so that 
they may appreciate and understand the world as an orchestra made vibrant by a 
variety of instruments. We see the work of engaging with creative tensions as an 
opportunity to grow as individuals and as a community. As citizens of their school 
and community, students learn to think critically and develop the skills to advocate 
for themselves and others. They leave GUS with the compassion and confidence to 
initiate positive change.



GUS MOMENTS

“GUS is welcoming.  
Once you have been here 
for a little while, you feel 
like it is someplace where 
you have always been. It 
feels like home.”

“GUS is unlike any place 
I have ever been.  There 
are so many people from 
different backgrounds and 
with different interests 
that somehow fit together. 
After graduation, we left 
and went our separate 
ways, but we will always 
have a special connec-
tion.” 

“[GUS is a] special 
place, down to earth and 
unpretentious. You are 
getting your hands dirty 
(literally), meditating, 
learning the language of 
math, traveling the North 
Shore and beyond.”

OUR NEXT HEAD OF SCHOOL
But enough about GUS. Let’s talk about you. 

We seek a leader who will reflect and channel our unique point of view among 
independent schools. Someone with an equally unique blend of leadership, 
entrepreneurship, academic understanding, administrative capability, empathy, and 
heart. A thinker, collaborator, and doer who will be all-in, hands-on, and ready to 
rally our faculty, staff, students, parents, and alumni. When you walk our grounds, 
meet our exceptional people, and feel the vibrancy that courses through our 
campus, you’ll understand what we mean by our intangible strengths. We’ll look to 
you to help us proclaim those to the world.

As our Academic Leader, you’ll balance innovation and forward thinking, with a
respect for our traditions. You’ll be attentive and in-tune with best practices, and 
help the faculty steward our dynamic curriculum. You will bring a commitment to 
promoting diversity, equity and inclusion, working collaboratively to sustain this core 
value. 

As our Administrative Leader, you’ll find the best, and bring out the best in the 
faculty and staff, while being fully engaged in advancement, admissions, marketing, 
facilities, and finance.

As our Community Leader, you’ll connect with students, families, faculty, and 
staff as a visible and positive advocate. Your intuition, honesty, transparency, and 
collaborative spirit will allow you to innovate and inspire in a way that shows your 
understanding and advocacy for our timeless values and our cherished traditions.
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HOW TO APPLY
Interested candidates should submit, as separate PDF files, the following:

A cover letter
A current resume
A statement of philosophy
A list of 5 current references, including names, phone numbers and email addresses. 
We will NOT contact references until we receive the applicant’s permission. 

Please submit to:

David Patch
Chair, Search Committee
Glen Urquhart School
gus2020headsearch@gmail.com

GUS MOMENTS

“Collectively, we are 
a collaborative, ener-
getic, focused, bright 
and engaged group 
and our love for each 
student helps to drive 
us to achieve great 
things for them and 
the school.  Each 
and every day, the 
students inspire us 
through their hard 
work, compassion 
and creativity.”

“[GUS] is a one of a 
kind place that leaves 
a lasting effect on 
each student and 
anyone who comes 
across it.”

“GUS is family.” 


